SPLASH!!
Annoyance smiled as she felt herself sink down in the crystal-clear waters, kicking off the bottom of the pool to rocket back up to the surface. With another splash she burst through the surface, gasping for breath. 

“ANNOYANCE!” Julieanna shrieked from the side of the pool, wringing out her soaked hair. “Look what you’ve done!! Why do you have to be so obnoxious all the time?!”

Annoyance beamed at the blonde, shrugging her shoulders. “What can I say, Blondie?” She paused to flip her hair over her shoulder, spraying Julieanna with more water. “I’m gifted!”

Julieanna growled, seething with rage. She opened her mouth to say something else, but was cut off by Ace jumping in next to her, crashing another wave over her. “ACE!!” She yelled. “YOU LITTLE CREEP!!!”

Ace shot back up, spitting out a stream of water. “Oh, c’mon, Ju! Lighten up!”

“Yeah, don’t come to the pool if you don’t plan on getting wet!” Annoyance yelled. If Julieanna heard her, she didn’t answer, already heading back towards her chair.

“And, speaking of getting wet…” Ace said, smiling mischievously at Annoyance. “…we’ve been here for a half hour and still haven’t had a fight or battle or war of any sort? What’s wrong with that picture?”

Annoyance considered it a moment, then screamed, “OMIGOD!! We should totally have a chicken fight!!”

The rest of the Crew started to yell and scream and cheer at the idea. 

“Okay, who will we use for teams?” Ace asked.

“Hmmm… I’m thinkin’ The Twins versus Acenerik!” Annoyance suggested.

“…why?” Ace cocked an eyebrow at her.

Annoyance shrugged. “Those were the first team names I could think of.”

“Uh, I’m not thinking so!” Livi called, hoisting herself up onto the edge of the pool. “The Queen does not engage in battles with her subjects!”
“Oh, shut up, Liv!” Mowo whined, a look of disgust on her face. “You’re starting to sound like Nata!”

“Hey!” Nata bolted upright from her chair beside Julieanna’s. “What’s wrong with sounding like Nata?!”

Mowo ducked behind Tiku. “Nothing…” She quietly whimpered.

“OH!” Tiku yelled. “We finally have enough guys to have an all-guys fight!!”

“Hoooooot!!” The twins sighed simultaneously.

“Alright, you’re on, Stripes!” Ace challenged, yanking Erik to his side. “Erik and I versus you and Matsudai!”

Tiku looked around. “Where is Matsudai?”

“MATSUDAI!” Ace screamed, spotting the dragon sitting beside his girlfriend. “GET OVER HERE!!”

“No!” Matsudai yelped, jumping behind Livi. “You’ll kill me!”

Ace sighed. “That’s the point. It’s a fight.”

“No, no, no…” Livi said. “You remember when we went swimming with the Posse? You totally cheated!”

“Cheated?!” Ace shrieked. “How would I cheat at a chicken fight?!”

“You tried to drown me!” Matsudai snapped. “And I wasn’t even the one you’re supposed to push off!!”

Tiku glared at Ace. “Really, Ace?”

“Shut up.” Ace snapped. “Pick a new partner.”

Tiku glanced around a bit, then pointed towards the twins. “Annoyance.”

“WHOO-HOO!!” Annoyance yelled, snapping her fingers and slipping over to Tiku, falling into the water with a loud splash. 

“No! No fair!!” Ace yelled. “Annoyance is the most kick-ass girl in the Crew!”

“Yeah, no kidding.” Tiku agreed, hoisting Annoyance up onto his shoulders. “Why do you think I picked her?”

Aníta stuck her fingers between her lips and whistled to get the guys’ attention. “What about Flint and Darius?”
“Oh yeah!” Tiku said, brightening up. “I didn’t even think of that! Ace, pick one of them for your partner!”

“Alright…” Ace looked over at them. “Darius, you’re a good fighter! Get over here!”

Darius groaned heavily from his perch on the side of the pool. “Must I be dragged into this nonsense?”

“Yes!” Tiku snapped. “It’s a Here custom thing! All the normal people do it!”

Darius rolled his eyes. “I don’t think this would be my forte, Tiku.”

Flint, meanwhile, waved his hand frantically around. “Oh, oh, oh! Tiku! Let Flint play!”

Ace groaned. “Oh my God I would rather have Erik…” He sighed in one breath.

“What’s that supposed to mean?!” Erik snapped.

Ace perked up, realizing how that sounded. “Oh no! Crap! No, no, no, Erik I didn’t mean that!!”

Erik just glared at Ace, pushing him off. “Uh-huh… I see how it is…”

“Oh, c’mon! Eriiiiik!” Ace whined, begging for his attention.

“Alright, look, Ace, I’ll make you a deal…” Tiku said, letting Annoyance fall off his shoulders. “I’ll let you fight with Annoyance, and I’ll fight with Flint. Cool?”

Annoyance suddenly shot out of the water, a rather cross look on her face. “I’ll let you fight with Annoyance? You say that like I’m some kind of damn prize you’re fighting over!”

“You’re lucky he called you a prize.” Julieanna said. “In my opinion, you’re more of a handicap.”

A collective “oooooh” went around the Crew.

Annoyance stuck her tongue out, then dove underwater and swam over to Ace.
Flint dove in as well, popping up next to Tiku in less than three seconds. Even standing at a slightly deeper slope, Flint was still as least two inches taller than Tiku. “Aw, I think Annoyance jus’ scared Flint’ll WIN.”

“HA!” Annoyance laughed, shoving Ace underwater with a gasp of surprise, then climbing up onto his shoulders before he burst back up, choking on the water he inhaled. “You honestly think YOU can beat ME?!”

“Yesh!” Flint snapped, jumping onto Tiku’s shoulders. “I shall engage in this silly combat-style of yours, and I will have victory!!!”

Tiku snorted. “Dude, do you even know how to play this game?”
“Nope, I haven’t a clue.” Flint said, though his wide smile never wavered.

“Alright, basically…” Tiku started to explain. “You’ve got to grab Annoyance, and shove her off of Ace’s shoulders, before she manages to shove you off of mine.”

Flint laughed mischievously, drumming his long fingers on top of Tiku’s head. “Ooooh… Grab Annoyance, huh? Flint’ll be gooood at dis game…”

“Watch it, Creepo!” Annoyance snapped, growing enraged. “Don’t make me come over there and drown you!”
“Ha!” Flint laughed. “Drown me?! Das funny!”

“Flint’s species are somewhat amphibious…” Topaz called with a glare in Flint’s direction from her perch on the end of Julieanna’s chair.

“Not in this pool, he isn’t…” Darius put in. “Flint, you try to breathe in this water, and the chemicals would kill you in an instant.”

Topaz seemed to perk up a bit, a wide smile across her face. “If you do not believe us, Annoyance, feel free to try it yourself!!”

Flint stared down at the water a moment, then gulped nervously. “On second thoughts… maybe Flint shouldn’t play game…”

“Nonsense!” Tiku said, adjusting his grip. “You’ll be fine! Just hold your breath!”

“Omigod, can we just fight so I can drown the little creep already?!” Annoyance snapped.
“Alright, alright!” Tiku snapped back. “Julieanna, you be ref!”

“No.” Julieanna hardly glanced up from her book to offer the blunt reply.

Tiku groaned, ears back. “Okay… Livi!”

Livi sighed. “Alright, fine… Ready… Set… FIGHT!!!”

With that, Annoyance and Flint were practically on top of each other, trying desperately to shove one another off. It was quite a fight to see—Annoyance with her natural skills as an Elemental, and Flint with the battle skills he had been perfecting for thousands of years.

Ace and Tiku, meanwhile, weren’t the cleanest of fighters, or the best-behaved bases. They were each trying to kick the other base out from under their brawler.

After about six or seven minutes of fighting, Flint got a good hold on Annoyance’s shoulders, and jerked her to the side. Ace was knocked underwater, allowing Annoyance to flip head-over-heels with a scream of surprise.

“Alright!!!” Tiku and Flint both cheered, high-fiving each other. “We win!!”

Ace came up the next instant, coughing and gasping for breath. “Oi! What the hell was that, Flint?! That was a dirty trick!!”
Flint dove off of Tiku’s shoulders, popping up next to Ace. “Methinks was only bad trick ‘cause Ace didn’t know it…” With that, he and Tiku nearly collapsed in a fit of laughter.

“Oh, ha ha ha…” Ace mocked with a slight glare. “You two are just freaking hilarious.”

“OMIGOSH!!!” Mowo suddenly shrieked, a look of horror on her face. “YOU GUYS KILLED ANNOYANCE!!!”

“What?” Tiku asked, laughing. “No, we didn’t…”

“Yes, you did!!” Mowo insisted, looking nervously around. “I don’t see her!!”

Livi waved her off. “Oh, relax… she’s probably embarrassed about losing to Flint, so she slipped away.”

“No, she’s right there.” Matsudai said calmly, pointing to the bottom of the pool. “She hasn’t come back up yet.”

“Ha. Sissy.” Tiku taunted. “Annoyance! Get back up here!”

No response.

Annoyance didn’t even move.

Tiku’s face fell, looking somewhat anxious. “…Annoyance?”

Ace’s eyes suddenly went wide with horror. “Shit…”

“What?” Tiku demanded, looking very worried now. “No, no… you don’t think…”

Ace didn’t even turn to look at him.

“I smell blood.”

-------------------------------------

It hurt.

That was the only thought in her mind at all—the only one she could focus on long enough to make sense of, anyway.

God, it hurt.

What was it? What hurt?

Her head.

Oh. That’s right.

She flipped head-over-heels. The creep had yanked her right off of Ace’s shoulders. He went underwater too. He couldn’t hold on to her.

She flew underwater. She shot straight down. She tried to swim, to struggle back to the surface. She just couldn’t.

Crack.

She struck the bottom of the pool. Head-first. 
God, she was so dizzy. The colors and light and sound and everything swam around before her. Then, they all faded away, slowly, until she couldn’t make sense of anything. 
Again, she tried to swim, but her body didn’t move. It wouldn’t listen to her anymore. She couldn’t have even snapped her fingers, even if she had been able to remember the ability to slip.

She tried to scream. To call for help. To grab the others’ attention. She sucked in water.

Suddenly, she was drowning.

And everything was gone…

---------------------------------

Annoyance bolted upright, a coughing, hacking fit overtaking her. She didn’t like the taste the water in her mouth had acquired from sitting in her lungs too long. She didn’t like the way it felt when she tried to cough it up, and it filled her mouth before she spit it out on the sidewalk.

She was lying on the sidewalk? No, it was the concrete floor around the edge of the pool. 

“Annoyance?”

The voice was hardly a dim echo, and Annoyance nearly didn’t hear it for her own hacking. “Annoyance?” The voice asked, a little clearer. “Can you hear me?”
Careful concentration. Placing the voice, it’s owner, it’s location. 

Annoyance shot a hand out, feeling a little better when she felt it impact with the voice’s chest. “Get outta my face, Blondie.” She irritably snapped.

“There. She’s fine.” Julieanna sounded… relieved? What the hell?

Warm, strong arms were suddenly around her shoulders, pulling her into a tight embrace. She recognized the warmth, the feeling of thick fur, and the strong build she had fallen in love with—Tiku.

“She’s not fine…” His rough voice argued. “She’s still hacking up water…”

A light, slender hand firmly took hold of Annoyance’s. An unnaturally slender hand. 

Annoyance gave it a firm squeeze in reassurance. Livi. Always there for her. For whatever Godforsaken reason, always there for her.
“Annoyance? You alright?” A cold, heartless voice, laced with a compassion it seemed unfamiliar with. Fingers as cold as the voice lifted her chin, turning her head side to side. “Annoyance, please, wake up…”

“I a… I am up…” She insisted, a tad surprised with how she struggled to form the words.

“No, you aren’t…” Ace’s voice insisted. “Open your eyes for us…”

Annoyance had only just realized that her eyes were closed. Try as she might, though, she never found the ability to open them.

“Annoyance, c’mon…” Livi’s voice begged. “You’re fine now… please don’t die…”

Die? Why would they think that? Elementals don’t…

“You have to be careful, idiot…” Artist Block snapped. “We’re immortal. Not invincible.”

“What’s the difference?” Annoyance cocked her head to the side, confused. “Either way, you live forever, right?”

“ You could live forever, but not if you do something stupid and get yourself killed!”

Oh. Right.

“C’mon, Annoyance…” Tiku’s voice begged as his hands rubbed her shoulders. “Don’t make Flint give you mouth-to-mouth again.”

It took seven-point-four seconds for that sentence to completely register in Annoyance’s mind. It took point-zero-three seconds to come up with a reaction.

“AGAIN?!” Annoyance shrieked, bolting upright, her eyes flying open as she glanced wildly around. “YOU LET THAT LITTLE CREEP KISS ME WHILE I WAS UNCONCIOUS?!?! WHERE IS HE!? I’LL FREAKING MURDER HIM!!!”

Tiku just pulled her back into a hug. “There’s our Annoyance… You had us really worried!”
“God, Annoyance, don’t scare me like that!” Livi snapped, smacking her sister’s arm.

Matsudai threw his arms around Annoyance. “We all thought you were dead!!”

Annoyance looked around at everyone for a moment. They were all so scared. So concerned. So worried, and nervous, and frantic.

For her.

Annoyance couldn’t handle that kind of pity. The pity she knew she would never deserve from them, hell as she was on everyone.

She changed the subject.

“Is no one going to answer me?!” Annoyance demanded, glaring around again. “Where the hell is Flint?! Oh, wait…” Suddenly, realization dawned on her as she turned around to smile at Tiku. “That was a lie. You knew that would get me up.”

Tiku grinned at her. “Was it? You had lungs full of water. We had to find some way to wake you up, and Flint was more than willing.”

Annoyance’s jaw dropped as she stared at him, her eyes wide with horror. 

“WHAT THE FREAKING HELL, TIKU!?!?”
